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In the Matter of ARy

Local Competition and CC Docket No. 99-301

Broadband Reporting

Reply Comments of ALLTEL Communications, Inc.

ALLTEL Communications, Inc. (“ACI”)" submits its Reply Comments in the
above-referenced matter regarding the Commission’s proposed reporting requirements.’
ACI notes, as did many of those filing comments, that while the Commission’s need for
the information sought may be justified, the proposed reporting requirements should be
tempered to address carriers’ legitimate concerns over the administrative burdens the new
requirements pose and confidentiality issues. Much of the information sought by the
Commission may, in fact, be available from other sources.” Any reporting requirement
adopted by the Commission should be flexible and must be circumscribed by the

Commission’s need for the information* as opposed to frequently providing useful data

" ACI is the wholly owned, separated subsidiary of ALLTEL Corporation through which competitive
telecommunications services, including CLEC and CMRS services, are provided to the public. AClis
affiliated, by virtue of common ownership by ALLTEL Corporation, with various incumbent local
exchange companies.

2 ACI seeks leave to file its Reply Comments in order to promote the compilation of a full record in this
matter.

3 See, for example, Comments of Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (suggesting that carriers already
provide competitive data in their COCUS filings) and Comments of MediaOne Group, Inc. (suggesting that
numerous states already have similar reporting requirements.)

* See generally, Comments of the Competitive Telecommunications Association (“Comptel”) at pages 2-5.
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upon which other carriers might rely for purposes of forbearance petitions or other
filings.’

The most important steps which the Commission may take to reduce the reporting
burden on carriers are to: 1) not require carriers to report data they do not otherwise
collect in the ordinary course of their business; and 2) limit the reporting requirements to
only those classes of services and providers that are situated to impact broadband
deployment and competition in the local exchange market. In this connection, ACI
shares the concerns expressed by Comptel6 as well as those CMRS carriers arguing that
CMRS services should be exempted from the reporting requirements.” Further, ACI fully
supports the suggestion that only separately organized carriers with 50,000 access lines in
a state or study area should report on a state by state basis.®

Virtually all carriers submitting comments voiced concern over the confidentially
of the data and the manner in which information would be made public. ACI shares |

those concerns and is particularly concerned that the information sought by the

Commission is particularly sensitive in the CMRS and CLEC markets. The concern is

* In this connection, see Comments of US West Communications at page 2. ACI notes that the vast
majority of carriers favor annual reporting and therefore opposes proposals to lower the reporting threshold
to 10,000 access lines and for quarterly reporting. Comments of US West Communications, Inc. at page 3;
Comments of BellSouth Corporation at pages 2-4.

® See Comments of the Comptel at pages 2-4.

’ See generally, Comments of Omnipoint Communications, Inc., at page 8; Comments of Bell Atlantic
Mobile, Inc. at pages 1-4; Comments of GTE Service Corporation at page 5. ACI notes the huge
reporting burden the Commission’s proposal places on CMRS carriers by virtue of the fact that many
licensees are separate legal entities composed of diverse ownership beyond a single carrier. It would be
unduly burdensome to require each such entity to report to the Commission. In this connection, see
Comments of BellSouth Corporation at pages 5-6.

* See, Comments of the National Rural Telecom Association at page 7; Comments of Frontier Corporation
at page 4. ACI finds the three suggestions proffered by Frontier Corporation to be a particularly sensible
approach to minimizing the burden on smaller carriers.




heightened to the extent the Commission considers a more granular reporting inasmuch
as the competitive import of the information increases geometrically as the reporting area
is reduced. Consequently, ACI believes that reporting should be no more granular than

on a state-by-state basis and proposals for smaller reporting areas should be rejected.’

Respectfully submitted.

ALLTEL Communications, Inc.

Glenn S. Rabin
Assistant Vice President
Federal Regulatory Affairs

ALLTEL Corporation

601 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 720

Washington, D.C. 20004

(202) 783-3976

Dated: December 20, 1999

° In this connection, ACI argues against the smaller reporting areas suggested in the Comments of the
Office of the Attorney General, State of Tennessee, Consumer Advocate Division at pages 3-6.
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